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EDUCATION IN THE "CIVILIZING MISSION" OF THE WEST
nineteenth century with the process of Westernization rather than wit
modernization perhaps postponed the national development of
might otherwise have been the case.
All in all, the British humanitarian thrust toward spreading Western civilization
by Christian missions, by commerce, by government, and by education was far more
elaborate and widespread during the first half of the nineteenth century than that of
any other Western nation.17 Catholic France, heavily engaged in wars on the European
continent and wracked by internal conflicts between conservative, liberal, and radical
forces, did not erupt with the evangelical vigor or the commercial aggressiveness that
marked the Protestant nations of the West, To be sure, the French were making
inroads into Africa, especially in Senegal and the Ivory Coast, but their educational
influence did not match that of the British until the age of later imperialism opened
Africa to Belgian and German intrusion as well as to British and French.
E.   THE AMERICANS JOIN THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
While the humanitarian and evangelical impulses within the United States came close
to matching those in Britain, the American outreach to the rest of the world was far
less extensive up to the middle of the nineteenth century. This was due partly to its
later arrival as a competitor in world trade, partly to the necessity of building stable
and effective institutions of government and religion after the war for independence,
and partly due to the preoccupation of the humanitarian impulse with the all-
absorbing abolition of slavery. Britain was favored, if that be the word, on all these
counts.
Stanley Elkins points to the fact that the contestants on both sides of the
abolition struggle in the United States came to display increasingly closed minds as to
alternatives or modifications of the system.18 Opponents of slavery moved more and
more to positions that demanded immediate and unqualified abolition. No com-
promise could be made with the moral evil of slavery as preached by William Lloyd
Garrison and his Liberator from 1831 onwards. Immediate and uncompromising
repentance of the sin of slavery was preached by students at Lane Theological
Seminary and Oberlin College. The moral impatience of college students has a long
history; moderation in opposition to slavery was taken as a sign of weakness. On the
opposite side, the proslavery apologists found values in the system even when it was
actually becoming financially unprofitable and inefficient as an economic system in
the light of technical and industrial developments.
So neither side could come to consider institutional ways in which slavery could
be changed, reformed, or abolished gradually, and in which the owners as well as the
17	For examples drawn from the Bahamas, Ceylon, India, Egypt, Cyprus, and Nigeria, see Brian
Holmes (ed,), Educational Policy and the Mission Schools; Case Studies from the British Empire,
Routledge, London, 1967.
18	Stanley Elkins, Slavery, a Problem in American Industrial and Intellectual Life, University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1959.

